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GANDHIJT . I am a lover of the British nation. No virtue of
yours has escaped me. You throw logic to the winds. I should
have certainly patience, but not the patience of a stone. I should
be convinced that the British official means good faith. Do you
want me to sit still in the hope that things are coming right?

There should be a conference of men representing all shades
of opinion. Only that party which can deliver the goods should be
invited. Nothing is staged, but it looks as though it was staged.
Did they not know that I and Sapru would never agree, or that
Mussalmans who came here did not want to agree or that Dr.
Moonje had no place? After all, our liberty will come through our
own strength and not through weakness.

Under the present declaration there is no responsibility at the
Centre or m Provinces. Regarding debts the fundamental rights
are not foreclosed. There can be a clause which may contain all
the rights. I am incapable of throwing a single card away.

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai's Diary.  Courtesy   Narayan Desai

244.   INTERVIEW TO ESMOND DEMETER1

LONDON,
[Before December 5, 193I}2

Q. I thought you were the sworn enemy of all machines. How does it
happen that you use a watch ?3

A. I must know what time it is, consequently, I must use a
watch. Moreover, I am doing nothing against my principles. I
am an enemy not of mechanism but of organized mechanism. I
consider this system, which has become the basis of your civiliza-
tion, as the greatest danger which could menace man. If I use
a watch, that does not mean that I am its slave. But when it is
a question of the machine organized, man becomes its slave and
loses all of the values with which the Lord endowed him.

Q,. Excuse me, if I interrupt you. You speak of God. Your God is not
mine.

A. But your God is also mine for I believe in your God, in
spite of the fact that you do not believe in mine.

1 Extracted from an account of the interview by Edmond Demeter

2 The source does not mention the date of the interview9 but Gandhiji left
England on December 5.

3 Gandhiji had looked at his watch just as the interview commenced.